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same; and students who want to get at a thorough
understanding of our modern history must take account
of it, that every struggle between political progress
and political reaction in England calls into existence
a third party who contrive for the hour to get into
their hands the key of the situation. To the Waverers,
therefore, the eyes of most people turned as the
possessors of the way out of the deadlock. It was
quite certain that if Lord Grey could induce the King
to give his consent to the creation of new Peers in
sufficient number, the Waverers would never think of
putting Sovereign or Government to the trouble of
carrying any such measure into effect. The mere
announcement that the King had given his consent
would be enough for them ; and they would at once
withdraw from further opposition to the Reform Bill.
Of what avail would it be for the Waverers
to carry their opposition any farther? If the King
chose to create new Peers out of the Liberal ranks in
sufficient number to form a majority for the passing
of the Bill what could the Waverers get by resistance ?
The Bill would be carried in any case ; and they
would only have the discomfort and the humiliation
of seeing their hereditary chamber flooded by a
number of Liberals from all parts of the country, who
had suddenly, at the King's order, been converted
into Peers, and who could go on passing further and
further Reforms of all kinds for'the remainder of their
natural lives. The Waverers, in fact, hoped that by
standing out to a certain extent against the Bill they
might strengthen the King in his supposed determin-
ation not to create new Peers ; while the King, for his